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Press Release

VARESE READY TO HOST
THE FIRST MASTERS CYCLO-CROSS WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS IN ITALY

From Friday 28" to Sunday 30" November, the UCI Masters Cyclo-Cross World Championships
will take place at the Varese Hippodrome. Already 500 athletes have registered, more than a
half of them coming from abroad.

Varese, 13" November 2025 — From Friday 28" to Sunday 30" November, cycling-loving Varese will
once again don the rainbow colours. Societa Ciclista Alfredo Binda has set a new record by
organising, for the first time in Italy, the UCI Masters Cyclo-Cross World Championships. The Union
Cycliste Internationale has awarded the Masters Cyclo-Cross World Championships to the red-and-
white Binda organisation for two years: 2025 and 2026.
Previously, the world event was held in Belgium (2016-2019), England (2021 and 2022), and
Germany (2023 and 2024).

Registrations are still open and, as of today, more than 500 athletes from 21 countries have already
signed up. There will be 210 Italian participants. The most represented countries are Germany with
67 entries, France with 60, and England with 40. They are followed by Spain, Poland, the United
States, the Netherlands and Belgium, Denmark, Canada, and even Japan.

The venue that will host the amateur Cyclo-Cross athletes in the Masters categories (from age 35
up to over 80) is the Bettole Hippodrome in Varese, which has already staged two world cycling
events, with the finish line of the Road World Championships in 1951 and 2008.

The course, approximately 2.500 metres long and to be repeated several times depending on the
age categories, has been designed inside the Hippodrome, also using the tracks normally employed
for horse racing, with grass and sand sections and both natural and artificial obstacles. The finish

line  will be on the asphalt stretch in front of the grandstands.
On Friday 28" November is scheduled the Team Relay race, while on Saturday and Sunday the
rainbow jerseys for the various age categories will be awarded.

On Sunday afternoon, the Special Olympics games will also take place. Special Olympics is the global
movement that, through unified sports, is creating a new world based on inclusion and respect,
where every individual is accepted and welcomed regardless of ability or disability.

The grandstands will host the public, and there will also be a food & beverage area thanks to the
valuable support of Tigros, along with a dedicated Race Village.
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Several side events have been organised during the Masters World Championships. The aim is to
connect the Hippodrome venue with the city centre of Varese, which on those days opens the
magic of Christmas.

In fact, the lighting ceremony at the Giardini Estensi is scheduled on Friday 28" November,
featuring the light show “The Garden of Wonders” and the Christmas market in Piazza Monte
Grappa.

Additionally, free guided tours in English have been arranged over the weekend to discover the
City of Varese and Palazzo Estense.

Thanks to the collaboration with FAl — Fondo Ambiente Italiano, Villa Panza will also offer free
guided tours to those registered for the Masters World Championships.

“For the organisation of this new world event, we must thank the Municipality of Varese for their
trust and strong cooperation—Mayor Davide Galimberti, Deputy Mayor Ivana Perusin, and Sports
Councillor Stefano Malerba,” said Renzo Oldani, President of Societa Ciclistica Alfredo Binda. “It
has been a great team effort involving the President of the Province of Varese, Marco Magrini, and
the President of the Chamber of Commerce, Mauro Vitiello. None of this would be possible
without the tireless work of the S.C. Binda Board and the many volunteers who have worked hard
in these days to prepare the course and the necessary infrastructure.”

The event is honoured to receive the Patronage of the Ministry of Sport, the Ministry of Tourism
and Regione Lombardia.

Fundamental support has come from various local economic partners such as Elmec, TD Group,
Tigros, All4Cycling, Tavernelli, Carlsberg, and Novauto Group. Alongside them are important
partners including Challenge, 3Power and Reaction.

The loyal partners of the “Progetto Binda” — Banco BPM, Ferrovie Nord, e-work, MediaOne,
Hupac, Acinque, and Agesp — continue to provide their support.

The Masters Cyclo-Cross World Championships aim to be a moment of sport, celebration, and
togetherness for the whole city, once again carrying Varese’s colours across the world.

All updated information can be found on the event website:

https://trevallivaresine.info/2025-masters-cyclo-cross-uci-world-championships/
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